
 

 

Summer 2010 

 

Summer Update! 

 

Happy summer to everyone! Here we are, over halfway 

through the summer months, and things are humming both 

at Moraine State Park and the Moraine Preservation Fund. 

The cooperative weather has kept most activities on 

schedule. This is normally the time of year I like to step back 

and evaluate how we’ve done and what we might want to add 

or do differently in the latter half of the year. Here is what 

we’ve gotten right during the first half of 2010:  

 We’re financially sound.  

 We’re generating good press about MPF and what we 

do for the park.   

 We’ve made it easier than ever to find out about MPF, 

join, volunteer, donate money, and even book your 

cruise through our new interactive web site. 

 We have a new logo and with it a renewed motivation 

to achieve great things.  MPF’s Board has been 

focused, creative, imaginative and united in its quest 

to support Moraine State Park in an increasing 

capacity. 

 We’re developing new activities, expanding the ones 

we currently offer and making adjustments to 

encourage as many people as possible to get off their 

couches and enjoy the great outdoors.  To cite one 

example, I was thrilled to see the attendance at our 

first 5K race back in May. Our events committee did a 

fantastic job of getting every detail right and it went 

off without a hitch.  We look forward to an even bigger 

and better race next year! 

 We approached the challenge of the bridge closures 

head on and our staff/volunteers continued to provide 

all of the fun things you expect to find at our 

McDanel’s Launch location. 

Some of the greatest achievements of our 

country have been accomplished with the 

help of volunteers. The Golden Gate 

Bridge, the National Park System, even 

our very own Moraine State Park.  

Moraine Preservation Fund has been 

volunteering with projects at the park for 

many years. The tradition continues. Step 

forward!  

Volunteer now for various fun activities! 

You have many opportunities from 

which you can choose.  

If you love the outdoors or being on the 

water, give us a call at 724-368-9185 or 

email us at contactm@consolidated.net.  
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As we move into the latter part of the year, be sure to look for us at the Regatta at Lake Arthur in 

August (we’ll be on the North and South Shores.) We’ve also increased our normal weekend cruises to 

two each on Saturdays and Sundays. And, we’ve planned delicious brunch and dinner cruises that are 

also available on select days. Looking forward to October, fall foliage tours will fill up fast so be sure to 

book yours early. Oh, and don’t forget the Nautical Nature is available for charters. Plus, if you haven’t 

been in to visit the Owlet Gift Shop in awhile, be sure to stop in soon and check out the unique 

merchandise. Carol Bickel, our manager, is always on the prowl for new, interesting inventory. 

I could ramble on and on about MPF and the good things we’re doing. Let me make it a little simpler 

for you. Go to our web site and check us out www.morainepreservationfund.org.   

Regards, 

 
Ron Boltley, President 

 

YOUR ADVENTURE IS WAITING! 

Some of the greatest achievements of our country have been accomplished with the help of volunteers. 

The Golden Gate Bridge, the National Park System, even our very own Moraine State Park. 

Moraine Preservation Fund has been volunteering with projects at the park for many years. The 

tradition continues. Step forward! Volunteer now for various fun activities! You have many 

opportunities from which you can choose. 

The Regatta at Lake Arthur is on Saturday August 7 and Sunday August 8. Call the Owlet Gift Shop 

at 724-368-9185 or E-mail us at contactm@consolidated.net. We need you now! 

The Moraine Preservation Fund 5K Race in May was 

my first experience volunteering at a race. Everyone 

was so helpful explaining what needed to be done. I 

didn’t want the race to end because I was having so 

much fun. I’m looking forward to next year’s 5K! 

Speaking of running, the Inaugural Glacier Ridge Trail 

Ultramarathons and Trail Race will take place on the 

trails of Moraine State Park and the Jennings 

Environmental Center on Saturday, April 9, 2011. 

Moraine Preservation Fund will help with an aid 

station at Route 528, the parking of vehicles, and a 

Friday evening pasta dinner at Davis Hollow 

Restaurant. We are looking forward and proud to help 

out. Join us!  

We would like to make Moraine State Park a 

destination for snow sports. We are working on our 

very first Winter Festival. Give us your ideas and help 

us plan a very “cool” festival! 

Load up your car and take your family and friends to Moraine State Park. Stop in at McDanel's 

Launch on the North Side. Check out our unique Owlet Gift Shop filled with local gifts. Maybe after 
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seeing our beautifully displayed resident barn owls, you would consider volunteering to be a feeder. 

Perhaps you could help out the native species butterfly train maintenance or any one of our ongoing 

projects to enhance the park’s beauty and resources. 

Remove yourself from the day to day world. Enjoy the sunshine and breezes of the Nautical Nature, an 

enclosed 45 foot pontoon boat, by volunteering to mate or be a captain. Experience autumn’s splendor 

on Lake Arthur while you volunteer! 

Make a memory. Make a difference in your neighborhood. Check us out on line, by phone, or in 

person. Your adventure is waiting! 

~ Mary Alice Cobbett 

 
FALL FOLIAGE CRUISES 

Come and observe Western Pennsylvania’s colorful foliage reflected on Lake Arthur! These cruises sell 

out quickly, so make your reservations soon. Reservations can be made by calling 724-368-9185 or 

visiting our website at www.morainepreservationfund.org. Cruises begin on September 11 and end on 

October 31st.   

Saturday cruises are at 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and dinner cruises are held at 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday cruises are at 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and brunch cruises are held every other Sunday.  

Don’t miss this opportunity to enjoy the fall foliage!!  

 

THANKS TO ANNIE... 

Spellbound, second grader Abbey Downing listened to an owl presentation during a Girl Scout meeting 

at McDanel’s Launch. When the handler brought out Annie, the educational owl, Abbey was 

completely hooked. After the meeting she helped Elizabeth Wilson, species reintroduction chairman, 

feed the owls. Feeding the owls became a regular task the whole Downing family enjoyed for the last 

three years.  

According to her mother, Patty, Abbey loves animals. “Abbey changes when she’s in with the owls. She 

talks to them, hoots to them. She’d probably even sing to them if she thought she could carry a tune 

the owls would like. What else can I say, she mothers them.” Patty initially helped her daughter feed 

because it meant so much to Abbey. Patty added, “I’ve grown to care about the owls and truly enjoy 

spending that time feeding them. As well as it’s special time that Abbey and I can share together.” 
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Often the whole family including dad and brother Evan help out. 

Usually the owls sit attentively high on their perches and watch as 

supper arrives. One night when the owl room door was left open 

just a few seconds one of the owls swept out the door in an 

instant. Mr. Downing calmly donned the leather handler gloves 

and they managed to catch the escapee without too much 

difficulty. They learned never to leave the door open even for a 

minute. 

Most feeders sign up to feed the same day each week to make it 

easy to remember. The owls eat every day but one to mimic 

conditions in the wild. MPF and the owls depend on volunteers 

like Patty and Abbey. Thank you, girls! And thank you Annie.  

We will always remember your magic. 

 

 

INAUGURAL GLACIER RIDGE TRAIL ULTRAMARATHONS AND TRAIL RACE 

WHERE: MORAINE STATE PARK & JENNINGS ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 

WHEN: Saturday, April 9, 2011 First race starts 6:30am 

On the second Saturday in April, 2011, Butler County will host the inaugural Glacier Ridge Trail 

(GRT) Ultramarathons and Trail Race on the Glacier Ridge/North Country Trail and associated trails 

within Moraine State Park and the Jennings environmental Center. Two hundred runners, many from 

western Pennsylvania and surrounding states, but also from throughout the eastern United States, are 

expected to participate at one of three distances – 30 KM, 50KM or 50 miles. GRT participants are 

unique endurance athletes who will navigate rocks, roots, mud, weather, hills and darkness for up to 

14 hours, virtually non-stop, to achieve their personal goal, which might be simply to reach the finish 

line before the specified race cutoff time. In many cases, runners will be accompanied to Butler County 

by friends and family members who serve as a sort of “pit crew”, meeting their runners at designated 

“aid stations” to provide much needed morale support; fresh socks, shoes or clothes as the weather 

changes; or, special food and drinks. The Moraine Preservation Fund will also be conducting it’s 2nd 

Annual 5K Race during the “down time” after all the ultra runners have gone off. 

On Friday evening, April 8, a pre-race pasta dinner and pre-race briefing will be held at the Moraine 

Learning Center. On race day, Pavilion #7 at the McDanel’s boat launch will serve as the start/finish 

area and general base of operations for all race activities.  

The GRT is presented by GRT Ultra, Inc., a non-profit corporation. Proceed from the GRT will benefit 

the Moraine Preservation Fund (MPF) and the McConnell’s Mills, Moraine, Jennings Commission 

(3MJC). The MPF and 3MJC are non-profit, volunteer organizations that conduct maintenance, park 

improvement and environmental education programs within Moraine State Park, McConnell’s Mills 

State Park and the Jennings Environmental Education Center. 

Businesses interested in taking advantage of promotional opportunities and supporting this unique 

event may contact one of the GRT Co-Race Directors: 

 
Bob Fargo 724.228.4310  Dan Adley 412.973.7333  
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